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ABSTRACT , - 

, ^ * survey of 5^8 nale' and feaale. household heads in 

ColujB^ljS, Ohio,- was conducted in 1977 to discover th4 effects of ^ 
dependency on different nedia on levels of trust toiard govexnaqnt, 
^knowledge about government, and perceived knowledge about -governaent 
at both local and natio^nal levels. It was hypothesized that newspaper 
dependency is positl vely/assoclated wl^h increased knowledge, 
perceived coapreh^nsion, and trust a€ both local and national levels 
even when controls for age, apd eduction are Included, It was also 
hypqtheslzed that television dependency is negatively associated with 
the same variables. In general, these^ hypotheses held except that at 
the national level, knowledge was found to be related to perceived 
^comprehension but not to trust. It appeats that age and education do 
Interact with the variables and dependency so 'that among younger 
saaple aeabers^wlth a low education level, dependency does not 
produce the effects on knowledge, perceived comprehension, and trust 
that it does in other sample, members. (TJ) 
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<^ The Effects of Media Dependencies- 

on Audience Assessment of Government' 

DeFleur and Ball-Rokeach (1975) (posit that as the social 
system becomes more complex and the infpj^rtfal channels of com- 
munication become disrupted, membej^of the society become 
more dependent on the mass medi'a- The result is that members 
of modem urban-industriaLized socSieties are becoming almost 
totally dependent on tl>e media for even rudimentary pieces of 
information. 

Because of bfiis dependency, DeFleur and Ball-Roke^ch argue 

the media are yquite powerful in producing cocfn it ive , affective 

cind behavioral changes irr audience members. Proponents of a 

limited a/fects model, such as Klapper (1960), have been in 

error ^y^he two authors argue , because they have beeii . looking 

for ^rnort-term effects resulting from rather specific messages. 

Recfent research on agenda-setting (McCombs and Shaw, 1972) and 

iformation holding (Tichenor^ Donohue and'Olien, 1970; Becker, 

McCombs and McLeod, 1975) is interpreted as supportive of this 

effects .positipn. x 

» . .. I 

In. the DeFleur and Ball-Rokea6h models media dependence — 

which can be defined as an individual state of reliance on or 

subordination to the media — is a contingent or at least a 

contribatM^^|mc'^ for producinq -^edi^^^'^ ^cts . In fact/ 

th ^'^BSP^ agenda-setting ^ ^^dia, there . 

is ^ome evidence to support this posiuxui. ^ .eod, Becker cind 

Byrnes (1974) found that those newspaper reciders most dependent 



on that medium for their news were mo^t /affected by the issue 
agenda it presented. 

Individuals within a coliplex sboiety, however , dif^fer not 
only in terms of their dependence or/ the^ jnedia as a whole / but 
also in terms of their dependenGe/^ raedikp In other 

wor<3s, it is possible td conceive/ Of people as varying accord- 
ing to their dependence on newspaper^, their dependence on. tele 
vision and their dependence OI^^other ipedia sources. National 
^^ta reported by Roper (19.77/ suggest that increasingly people 
in the United States are roaying on television for their^ news, 
though Stevenson and Whitfe (1977) / among others , have argued 
that the Roper methodoWgy exaggerates television dominance 
over newspaoers. / - 

The preliminary/evidence is that dependence on specific 
media sources is a^/^ritical variable in understanding Media 



/ 

/ 



effects. Robinso^ (19T5> ha^ demonstrated that persons relying 
on television f9^r their news are- more likely to thiitk they can 
not understand/politics than those not so dependent on that 
mediuTfi. Television denendent persons ^ap.so are mote likely to 

think governmental leaders are crooked and to think members of 

. ■■ " ' - - ■ /' ■ 

Congress tend to Icfse toych with their constiti^ents once they 

/'' 

are elected ^ The findings hold after education of the respond- 
ents t^^used as a control. / 

/McLeod, Bi:own^ Becker and Zi^ke (1977/ found that young 
pe^ons following the Senate Watergate heatings in the print 
n>4dia were more likely to see the scandal/ as atyoical and to 



absolve the political systett^ of guilt than those persons not 
dependent oh that medium. Robilison ; ^1974) similarly found that 
persons watching the televised .hearxngs, showed ^ increased 
hostility to goveirribent and an increasing sense of personal 
perplexity. Tn fact^ television dependent persons were less 
knowledgeable about the scandal than newspaper dependent'/ 
respondents • ^ " ^ 

' Becker^ Sobowale and Casey (197B) demonstrated that tele- 
vision dependency was a^sociate^ with lower levels of knowledge 
about loc^l. affairs while newspaper dependency showed the 
reverse relationship* Theri^;was some; slight evidence r as well ^ 
that persons dependent on newspapers were more f avorably in- 
clined toward local governmental officials than persons not 
newspaper dependent. Television dependent persons tended to be 
less favorable towards and trusting in local leaders than' thosfe 
not dependent on that medium. . 

The news presentations of the various media are strikingly 
different in at least two ways. First; they employ different 
'formats for presentation of the news.- And second^ they some- 
times present different content or differing * versions of the 
news . . 

That the ftiedia emnloy different formats is obvxou.. ^vp^r^ to 
the casua observer. Television news is heavily dependent on 
visual messages. The audio portions^ are presented or at least 
mbderated by a recognizable anchorperson . Radio ^ of course, 
presents only audio messages. The print media present their 
news primarily via visual representations c ^ tl o te 
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Some of ttxB content differences are no less obvious. 
Clearly, the print media provide raqre detail, though the broad- 
cast media, through use of lead-ins or teasers and rebroad- 
casts of the same story, can present more repetitious emphasis 
on selected stories. Patterson and McClure, in t>ieir study' of 
the 1972 presidential election, found that television news 
focused on the "hoopla of the ccunpaign ^t the expensel^of pre- 
sentation of^ the issues cuid the attributes of the candidates. 
Newspapers, on the other hand, have be^n found by Graber (19l71, 
1976) to focus on personal qualities of the candidates as well 
as dramatic issues and political ideology. Television and 
newspapers also have been found to emphasl.2e slightlyVdif ferenf 
issues when they cover the campaign (Patterson and McClure, 
]f976; Shaw and Clemmer^ 1977). I 

Robinson il915) has argued that compared with newspaper 
nesvs^ television news is more negative and jconflictual , focus- 
ing pn images and impressions rather than substantive^ data, arid 
is artificially balanced to present both s-^des of issues even 
when one side is clearly unequal to another; problems are 

emphasized at the Expense of solutions , Robinson contends^ and 

. ^ ^ 1 

national issues are given more attention th^ local problems. 

Such differences in news presentations of -course would 
help to explain the ^served effects of med|.a or source depend- 
ency on such things as information level anc^ attitudes toward 
government. Persons getting a fragmented ai^d irrcomplete 
presentation of the world about them would be expected to know . 
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less about it €lian persons c/ettUng fuller , more balanced pre^-^ 
sentations. * And the fragmented presentations might alsb 
oroduce negative feelings or reactions to government. In pther 
wfordSj, by emphasizing the disruptive , negative side of issues,, 
the media may lead audience members to negatively asses s their 
government and Its leaders. To the extent television does in 
fact more often oreeent this type of news , television viewers, 
would be expected to be 4nore negative toward government 'than 
newspaper readers.^ as the existing data suggest they are.. 

Yet another explanation exisfe^ for the jobservsd differences 



between television* and newspaper dependent audience members, 
"It may well be that audience members in general are less well ' 
able to process information provided them by the broadcast media 
because of such factors as lack of training or experience-, 
^tihile the broadcast media- are qlearly strong influences on the 
lives of all audience merpbers ^ the educational system as well 
as other traditions developed prior to the advent of the broad- 
cast media remain heavily dependent on the printed word for 
dissemination of information. In other wotds ^ audience members 
are generally instructed in information acquisition alnd process- 
ing via the older, print jj^dia. It may be that the observed 
differences betweexi television and newspaper audience members 
reflect this difference in training or other similar informa- 
tion processing variableSo^ 



\ 
\ 



Hypotheses 

While- the existing research argues for the importance pf 
Studying the effects^ of media dependencies on aiidience assessr 

V 

ment of government, it leaves several' important qtifestions 
uitcui^wered. First, Xvhile there is evidervce that persons de- 
pendent orv television are 4ess knowledgeable cUDput public 
affairs on both the pational (RobinsonV 1974) and local levels 
f (Becker, Sobowale and Casey^ 1978), the evidence for the effects^ - 

^ on evaluations of government are not consistent. 

Robinson (1975), using national election data from the ^ 
Center for Political Studies of the University of Michigan, ha^ 
shown that television dependent persons a[re more likely than 
newspaper dependent persons to doubt their own abilities to 
comprehend national affairs.. Television dependent persdtis al^o 
are more likely to distrust government leaders # according to the \ 
Robinson analysis. Becker, Sobowale and Casey (1978), however , 
were able to show effects of dependency on trust only on the 
local level and even ther^the relationships were slight euid 
^ * somewhat inconsistent. No measure of audienc^ membera' doubt 
of their ability to comprehend local affairs was 'used in the ^ 
^ Becker, Sobowale and Casey study^. . ^ 

The finding that the effects of dependency may be strongest 
^ ^ on the local level is not surprising given the^general state of 
local broadcast news production. Wfcile ne^papers historically 
^di^ve been local in nature, the broadcast media haiye relied on ' 
the national Vietwbrks for Readership in news g^h^ring and 
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dissemination., The result is that flaws observed /in network 
news production — the emphasis on the peripheral aspects of 
issues and the lack of backgrounding, for example --often are 
exaggerated on tl^e local level* Television dependency bught 
to be even more strongly associated with lower levels of know- 
ledge and a lack of trust in leaders at the local level than arf: 
the national. * ' , 

The finding that knowledge is more strongly associated 
with dependency than the attitudinal measures of trust in govem- 
raent may be explained in terms of differential intervening 
processes, r Dependency would be expected to have a rather direct 
effect on knowledge level. The effects on attitudinal evalua- 
tion of go^/emmentf dn' the other hand, may be both direct and 
through other variables, such as knowledge. Ir\ other words, 
persons may become less trusting in govermn^nt as a result of 
det^endency in part be/^ause they know J^ess about it. , 

The attitudinal effects of dependency also w6uld be expected 
to be stronger for measures which €ap the audience members' per- 
ceptions of their ability to deal with government or comprehend 
its behaviors than for more general measures of trust in leader- 
ship. This would be expected to be true because perceived com- 
prehension is more directly linkable to^ the media and the infor- 
raa^ion they provide. Any. connection between ^hat information 
and tru !5t would be more indirect and ^ therefore, weaker. 

' These explanations of the existing findings can be restated- 
as the following research hypotheses;: 



^ 1. Newspape'r depeadsency is positively^associated with 

increased knpwledge, perceived comprehension and trust in 

. . -*> , - ' . ' , • ■ 

gdvemment. Television* dependency is negatively associated 
with these variables. ^ 

2. The relatibnships posited in hypothesis 1 should Ije ^ 
Strongest' for knowledge' and wjeakeSt for trust. 

3. .Knowledge should be' positively associated with per- i - 
ceived comprehension and trust, - . r 

4. These relationships should , hold on both the local 

and national levels^ bxit sljould be strongest. on tH^ local level.. 

5. 4?he relationships should hold after controls for age . 



and education. , / 

'Age and educatibii are necessary .controls because past * 
rese|p^rch shows that these two variables are as^sociated with 
dependency^ (higher educated anjd older audience members are more - 
newspeiper arid less television dependent), as well a^ with know-^ 
ledge and trust (the higher ^uq^ed and older are more know- 
li^dgeable and nvpre trusting) . ' /'r:^ . 

These hypotheses are formulated in terms of thfe two domi- 
namt news media both because of their dominance and because! they 

-J 

are prototypical. In general, the effects would be* expected^xr^ 
hold. were other representatives of the print or brcwtdcast'^ector 
chosen^ though ao test of that expectation will be provide/! here. 

Methods ' 
To test the theoretical model represented by the five 
hypotheses listed above a study was fielded in Franklin County r " 



Ohior in the Fall of 1977s Columbu's^y tKe state <:apital/ is the 
only major city in the central CAio county whxch is home to . 



approximately one million persons. T(he coUnty^is serve a by two 
editorially competing t though jdintly-rop^ratedV newspapers ^ 
three commercial and one public television ' outlet f 17 radio 
stations and a rabathly city magazine. The growing metropolitan 
area provlLdes more white-collar employment than the national 
average^ though considerabl:e>industrial employment is p^s^nt. 
In October of 1977 ^ 54B interviews w^re conducted with a 

proportional samp^ie of male and female household heads selected 

^ ' ' 3 . ' . ■ 

probabilistically from the .telephone directory. Included in ^ 

the telephone ititerview. sc?1^edule^wefe measures; of media depend- 

ency as^ well as knowledge afcout local and national goyernmen-t^r 

perceived comipreheitsion of government and. trust i^ ieadersy 

The following questions wete used in creating the depend- 
ency indices: " * * 

1'. Whpre do you usuailly get most of your news about 
what's going on in Washington a»d the federal government:^ X the 
city or township ypu live in) --frgra the newspapers; radio^ 
television, raagaWinfes ,> just talking 4o piaople , orVhere? . 

2. Mai^y people ^don't get to read a newspaper .^ery dfty* 
■ ' . ■ . ' ^ . ' 

About how many days a week do you tead a newspaper? 

' I 

3. When you are reaching a newspaper and you come across 

items on government in Washington (on looal governmervti , do yo^i 

pay close attention, some attention, or almost po attention to 

them? - . 

•1 . ' ' ' • ' . 



. ^ 4,' About how many days a week do you watch the national *. 
eatiy levening network ntews broadcasts (local early evening news 
J^roadcasts"^) ? 4 , A 

A person ^was considered to be high in newspaper dependency 
for local news if he or ^he reported relying on that medium^ • 
reading a newspaper at least six days a w^ek^ paying at least sor 
attention to local hews, and watchxng national television news 
less than six days avweisk. A. person doing none of these things 
wag lo\(<^n depeixdency; persons ^oing some of these tHijigs re — 
cei^^S modei^te sf»ores. • Newspaper, dependency for national news 
Was creai^ed^n a parallel fashion, vWv^Xe television dependency 
"was created in the reverse fashion. In this way each mjeasure 
of dependency included (a) reported reliance, (b) reported 
behavior and (c) weightin^for e^cclusivity . ^ 

Four questions wgre used to create the index^of knowledge ^ 
of local affairs.^ Respondents were first asked to name the 
mayor of Columbus and then to indicate his party affiliation. 
They also were* asked to provide information on two local issues 
being discussed %n the media at the time of the study: school 
busing and solid waste , disposal . The buying questibn simply 
asked respondents to in^ic^te the date court-ordered busing was 
to t'ake place while the disposal question asked respondents to 
offer at least one solution to the' problem. Respondents were 
-scored according to the- number of correct responses provided to 
the first three questions and whether or not they could provide 
a solutionvfor the^ dispoi^al question.- % ✓ .. 



- ^ The four question^ U5ed for a cpmpferld)le measure of khpw- 
ledge of natiohal affairs ^skfed for ''the name of th^ local 
congressman^ his party, the effective dat^ for the Panama Ganal 
transfer und^r the proposed treaty , and> solutions for U.S. 
dependence foreign oil. 

The fofllowing itertis were used to create indices of per- 
ceived comprehension of government: _ • 

1, How often do you feel that politics- and government - 

in Washington (in your city or township) are so complicated that 
the average perst)n can't really understand what is going on? 
V^oul^ you say most of ' the time, some of, the tim^, or almost 
never? 

2. How often do you feel that the people in the federal 
government (in local government) are talking over your head? 
Would you say most of the ^ime, some of the time, or almost 
never? 

Responses were sunvtlied to Create B| local and national index. 

The three items used to create the indices of triist weres 
'1. -How much of the time do you think we can trust the 
gove^nm^r^t in Washington (locally) to do what is right? Most 
of the time, some of the time, or almost never? 

2. yo you think that quite a few of the people running 
the federal government in Washington (in your city br township) 
are crooked, some are, or do you think hardly any of them. are 
crookefl? 

3. Do you think that quite a few of the people we elect 
to fe'deral office Xn Washington (local office) lose touch with 



th^ people pretty quickly? Or would you say some of them lose 
toxjch? - Or would you say hardly any of them lose touch with the 
people? 

The answers to the first item were reverised and indices 
created -by a simple summing of responses. 

Age and education vf&re measured via two sirtiple> direct 
questions. ^ 

V Results 

An examination of the levels of the independent and de- 

pendent variables in the hypothesize^d model shows that sample 

membets are slightly more newspaper c^than television dependent 

on both local and national levels. Similarly, respondents were 

more knowledgeable about local affairs than about national 

It 

affairs, were more likely to think they could comprehend local 
affairs than national affairs, and. were more trusting in local 
officials th^n national officials. 

The correlation between the measures of local newspaper 
dependency and local television dependency was -.88^ while the 
correlation of thesfe dependency indices for the nl^tional level 
was -.86. Dependency on the local level is correlated with 
national^'dependency .65 for newspapers and .67 for television. 

The local and national knowledge Indices are correlated 
.56. >The local and national perceived comprehension ^indices 
have a correlation of .46 while the local and national trust 
items' are correlated .40. Clearly analyses of the model for ^ 
.these two separate levels — local and nSttional--need not produce 
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identical results. Perceived comprehension of public affairs 
on the local level is correlated ,46 with trust of local cfffi- 
cials while these two indices on thf national level :are corre- 
lated only .20, In both cases, the data se^ to empirically 
justify the conceptual distinctiveness of the two indices. 

The mean a^e of the sample respondents was 41.6 years. 
The mean level of educatiqn was 13.5^years of forn^l schooling. 

Path coefficients, for the hypothesized relationships are 
shown in Figures 1 through 8. Since the age and education 
variables wer^ introduced as controls rather than because of 
their substantive importance, the paths ,for these variables 
are of secondary importance « Significant paths were predicted 
between dependency and knowledge, dependency and perceived 
comprehension, and dependency and trust. Also predicted were 
paths from knowledge to perceived comprehensi'on and from know- 
ledge to trust, n 

Figures 1 and 2 show support for the predicted iinks 
between dependency and knowledge of local affairs. Small but 
significant paths emerge, indicating that nev/sptiper dependent 

persons are indeed higher in knowledge df local affairs than 

( 

persons nc^ dependent on newspapers. Television dependent 
persons are more likely to be low in knowledge than persons not 
television depender 

The predicted linklbetween dependency and perceived com- 
prehension of local affairs also surfaces in^^Figures 1 and 2.. 
Those persons newspaper dependfeijt aye more likely to think they 



comprehend local affairs than those persbns not dependent on 
that medium. Television shows the opposite effiect./ 

Finally, the predicted link betv^en local knov;ledgev and 
perceived comprehension also is given support in these figu|/es* 
Persons more knowledgeable about local affairs are more likely 
to think they comprehend the workings of government. 

Figures 3 and 4 show support for the hypothesized links 
between dependency and local trust and between loc%l knowledge 
and loc^l trust. Those persons newspaper dependent for their 
local news are more likely to show trust in local government 
officials as are those persons possessing higher levels of 
knowledge about local affairs. The relationship is reversed 
where television dependency is concerned. / 

Age and education. Figures 1 through 4 show, are generally 
related to dependency, knoW^cJge and perceived coiinprehension of 
local affairs, but unrelated to trust. These two Control vari- 
ables^ however ; do not explain away the dependency effects. 
The standard^ized coefficients indicate dependency continues to 
be an important variable on the local level even after the _ 
effects ofVage and education arie controlled for. * 

The findings for the national level afre presented In 
Figures 5 through 8. Again, there is consistent support for 
the hypothesized^ relationsh;Lp betvreen dependency and knowledge 
of public affairs.^ The sample members high in newspaper depend 
ency are more likely to be knowledgeable about national affairs 
the persons high in television- dependency are more likely to be 
low in public affairs knowledge. 



National level dej^endency; however, seenrb tro, be unrelated 

I • " ■ ' , f " ■ . ^' 

perceived comprehension. Figures 5 arid 6 show. The ppe- 

dieted relationship^ between d^p^ndency and trust exists only 
where newspaper.s dependency is doncerned (Figures 7 and 8), 
Knowledge of^ national affairs ds related to perceived compre- 
hension, but not to national tifust./ 

Age" and educatxp^n again seem to be related to dependency 

a^s we^ll as to knowledge. Sd\ica^ion is related to perceived 

« ■» ' . . ' 

comprehensi^on, though federal tifyst is not linJcedj) to either, of 

^tehe dontpol variables^ 

^ In Figures 1 through 8, age and education were used as 
additive variable^ to test the linear model hypothesized. In 
other words,' . the assumption was made that there was no inter- 



actiQni^^et^ij&^ejD these variables and dependency which would alter 



IPI?^^^^^ of effects predicted. Subsequent analyses 

^^^^iS!!^^'!^"^^ partitioned im o four groups based on level 

d age, however ? suggest that assumption is not 
entirely^ l^istlf led . In fact, these analyses shov/, the effects 
shown in Figures 1 through 8 are almost entirely nonexistent 

in 'the group of low education, younger sample members. For 

\ _ • - . 

them, dependency does hot produce the effects on knowledge. 



perceived comprehension and trust shown here. Nor ^s knowledge 
linked with comprehension and trust. The general pattern of 
relationships, however, holds for the other three control groups; 



overall, the hypothesiyfeed relationships betwee^ dependency 
and knowledge, dependency ^nd percei<red compreheni^ion and depend- 
ency an4 trust we^re supported wherey^ iocal public affairs were 
concerned. Newspaper dependency w^^s positively related to these 
variabiles, while television depen^^ency was negatively related 
to them. / 

The second hypothesis, tha£ ^the relationship between depend- 
ency and knowledge should be st/rongest and the,^relationship 
between dependency and trust ^ould be weakest, is not supported 
where local measures ar^ concferned. The link between depetidency 
a^ knowledge is larger in absolute terihs where both newspaper 
and television dependency ar^ examined, bv the magnitude of the 
difference is so slighi(: as tfo suggest little real difference 
exists. ' / . 

Knowledge is related to J^oth local perceived comprehension 
and local trust, as predicted i ■ These relationships, as well as 
the others predicted for the loca^l level, hold even after con- 
trolling for age^ and education in a linear models 

As predicted, dependency is related to public affairs know- 
ledge on the national levejl as well. In fact, the relationships 
between the two dependency measures and knov^ledge are slightly 
larger where natio^l publiic affairs is of concern than vrhere 
local public affairs is bejing studied. But dependency is not 
related consistently to national perceived comprehension ^nd 
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trust. Knowledge is related to the national perceived compre- 
hension measure, but not to national trust. i:iearly the full , 

model gets its only consistent support on the 'local level. 

? '■ 

Even the local model, however, is not given support among 
th&se youn^r sample members (undfer 37 yea^s old) who were 
relatively low init formal education (less than *13 years). For this 
group,, t;J^ere»is no evidenj^ dependency, is an important yarj^able 
in effects a(>alysi^. A^imilar conclusion was reached by 
Becker, Sobowale and Casey (1978),. 

A partjial explanation for this lack of findinns f ^ these 
sample mei^j^^s may be that they read hewn-^ap. - A ^ e- 

vision newr siderably less than other sam^ aembers. Since 
they do not use the news mecjia very much, the^^ seem to remain 
relatively unaffected^ by the differences between them. That, 
of course, is a fairly reasonable restriction on the dependency 
hypothe'ges. 

In general; the data seem to argue that dependency is an 
important variable in understanding media effects. Persons 
dependent on newspapers learn more about both local and national 
affairs than persons not dependent on that medium. Persons 
depjendent on television, on the other hand; seem to learn less, 
about public, affairs than persons not so dependent. On the 
local levels newspaper dependent persons seem to become more 

convinced they can and do comprehend local governhient and more 

^ ' ' , ' * " / . ' 

trusting in their local officials. , , e 

These 'effects are not universal. , But that conclusion is 



consistent with inferences about other media effects. It seems 

* ' . - . •. ^ 

. ■ ' ■ ' -/^ 

to be true that the media affect only some people only Some of 

the time. The dependency analyses presented here, hpwever, 

arg^ie that the media do have effe^ts^ wKat^-ia^erhaps even more 

^ t ' * ^ .... 

important, the analyses show that not all of the media have the . 

^arae kindis of effects. Wh|tt:h medium carries the information 

.Matters. 



\ ' . . Notes 

For the ^ost part, syptematic data to support many of 
these ge^eral observations about media differenc^ dc not exist. 
A pilot study dii'ected by the f ijrst author of this paper and 
conducted by graduate students did suggest .gi?oss differences in 
an important aspect of news ^presentations . Newspapers back- 
grounded news accounts more often and more . extensively than did^ 
television- The two media, however, presented about the same 
amount of issue-oriented copy and emphasized solutions about 
equally. The study, it should be noted, dealt only. with local 
and state news, ^ 

The authors are particulafr ly indebted to colleague Ellen 
V7artella for formulation of this argument as well as develop- 
ment of other aspects of this manuscript. 

■^The study was conducted as part; of^Mi u^per -division and 
graduate course taught by the authors. ^*he students, unaware 
of the sp^ific hypotheses at -the time the study was fielded, 
were given standard interviewing instruction prior to the actual 
fielding. The contribution of the students to the project 
gratefulli'^ acknowledged by the authors. / 
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Fiq ^^1' Newspaper dependency, knowledge of local public 
' affairs .inf ormation and perceived comprehension 

of local government. 
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Fig. 2: Local television dependency, knowledgie of local pub- 
lic affairs information and perceived comprehehsion 
of local government. Asterisked betas are non-- 
significant (p = .05). 
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Fig, 3 



Newspaper dependency, knowledgLg of'local public affairs 
information and trust in local goveVnment . AsteriBked 
betas are non-significant (p = .465). ' -\ 
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Fig. 4: Local television dependency, knowledge of local public 
Affairs inform^Lion and trust in local government. 
Asterisked betas are non-significant (p = ,05),. 
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Fig, 5: Newspapex dependency / Knowledge at national piiblic ' 
affairs information and perceived comprehension of 
the federal government • ^Asterisked betas are non- 
. significant (p = •OSl • ^ 
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Fig, 6: National television dependency # knowledge of national 
public affairs information and petceived compre- 
hension of the federal government. Asterisked betas 
are non-significant (p = ,05), ^ 
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Fig.* 7: Newspaper dependency, knowledge of national public 

affairs information and trv/st.of the federal govern- 
ment. Asterisked betas arfe nC»n-sj.^nif icant; (p « .05). 
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Fig. 8; National television dependency, knowledge of national., 
' . public affairs information and trust of the federal^ 
government. Asterisked betas are non-signif icamt 
(p » .05) . 




